








The sustainability and growth of CUAHSI requires new partnerships that include collaboration, 
use of CUAHSI services, and funding. In recent years new and growing partnerships with NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), NCAR (National Center for Atmospheric 
Research), NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Agency), and DHS (Department of 
Homeland Security), as well as involvement in the Aspen Institute’s Internet of Water have 
helped extend CUAHSI’s visibility and impact. New partnerships mean that CUAHSI can bring 
a more diverse set of skills and services to the community and address water-science problems 
from multiple perspectives. Meaningful partnerships will ensure that CUAHSI’s services will see 
greater usage and acceptance, and that opportunities for support will grow. 

An increasingly important role of CUAHSI, particularly through the Summer Institute and 
through HydroShare capabilities, is the support of community modeling. For example, the 
National Water Model, which CUAHSI is supporting through various apps and services, is 
one of several regional to continental scale hydrologic models. CUAHSI also already supports 
USDA’s SWAT model through a HydroShare app, and will investigate other opportunities to 
support community modeling. Access to CUAHSI’s data services in conjunction with the 
collaborative modeling capabilities of HydroShare offers many opportunities for scientific 
advances through CUAHSI’s leadership.

OBJECTIVES

Expand CUAHSI post-doctoral 
appointments in partnership 

with federal agencies to support 
CUAHSI priorities while meeting 

agency mission goals.

Capitalize on the success of the 
Summer Institute to gain new 
partners in similar activities.

Educate the broad water 
community (Federal and State 
agencies, volunteer monitoring 

organizations, water utilities, and 
non-profits) about CUAHSI’s 

services and seek ways to support 
their needs.

Support cross-sectoral community 
modeling efforts.

Seek opportunities to monetize 
CUAHSI’s Water Data Services.

Develop and report on metrics to 
demonstrate value of 

CUAHSI’s services and to identify 
sectoral opportunities.

Grow and diversify CUAHSI partners and funding sources to ensure 
sustainability of services through a multi-disciplinary approach
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The Summer Institute is an invaluable opportunity for beginning-career 
hydrologists.  I cannot overstate the amount I learned, the increase of 

confidence in my abilities, introduction to new concepts and methods, and 
the relationships that I formed during the SI.

Participant of National Water Center Innovators Program: Summer Institute
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Increase the visibility, reach, and reputation of CUAHSI
in the diverse water community

CUAHSI needs to increase its visibility within the hydrologic sciences community and beyond 
in order to meet its first three strategic goals,. In surveys taken at CUAHSI-sponsored training 
workshops and short courses during the last three years, many participants were unaware 
of the existence of CUAHSI and its role in the hydrologic sciences community, although there 
is strong support for the organization once individuals are introduced to the opportunities. 
There clearly is a need to make a more concerted effort to brand CUAHSI’s services and to 
ensure that these services are broadly known and accessible within the hydrologic services 
community. Further, CUAHSI needs to ensure that the multiple services and tools are 
described clearly and properly branded to ensure their value is appreciated.
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OBJECTIVES

Ensure that CUAHSI’s Water Data 
Services are convenient to utilize 
by users with a full range of skills. 

Increase CUAHSI member 
institutions.

Develop and implement a 
strategic marketing and 

outreach plan.

Ensure that all CUAHSI’s services 
are properly branded.

Increase CUAHSI 
acknowledgements in the 
peer-reviewed literature.

Utilize CUAHSI Board of Directors 
and CUAHSI alumni as 

effective ambassadors for 
CUAHSI services.

Increase direct engagement 
of CUAHSI staff with the user 
community through seminars, 
workshops, conferences, etc. 

to increase visibility and to 
provide training.

The one thing I’ve learned that I would not have gotten were it not for 
CUAHSI was the exposure to the larger overall academic structure and 

culture, which you simply do not get exposed to in your own university as 
a graduate student, and really informed my choice to peruse academia.

Graduate student in CUAHSI newsletter interview

CUAHSI actively supports collaborative learning and if you put
yourself out there, you’ll make some of your best friends, produce great 

research and have a blast doing it.
Graduate student in CUAHSI newsletter interview

CUAHSI programs have been a foundation for my graduate
education. They have given me the opportunity to build a background, 
academic relationships, and friendships that would have taken years if 
not longer to generate on my own and have generously provided the 
educational, organizational, and financial resources necessary to stay 

involved and keep learning.
Graduate student in CUAHSI newsletter interview
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